
 

 
As we welcome the new growth of Spring and Summer, we see projects coming to fruition at Camp 
Thunderbird too. As these projects come to be, we are excited to focus on a new and expanded youth 
outdoor environmental education program with local school districts and other partners.  We are also 
inviting community and non-profit organizations to become involved with helping us complete the plans 
and support a strong and vibrant youth opportunity near our State Capitol on Summit Lake. After a five-
year effort to complete preliminary design, obtain County, State, & Federal permits, project construction 
has begun.  
 
ALPHABET SOUP OF PERMITS OBTAINED--CAMP THUNDERBIRD IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY. 
The Camp has obtained permits including SUP, RUE, Shorelines, HPA, WQ Certification, Wetland 
Mitigation Plan, Septic and State Water Permits and many Building Permits.  Now construction begins. 
 
NEW "MINI DAKS" CAMPER LODGING. --10 4- & 8-person wood shelters with bunks are currently under 
construction in two different campsites, with an additional three sites and 15 more shelters slated for 
construction.  The Mini Daks, each costing from $5-$7,000 in supplies, are being constructed by 
volunteer teams from Scout Families, Men's Groups with experience in building Tiny Homes for the 
homeless, and Rotary Clubs. We welcome Summit Lake Community Association's involvement in this 
project.  We have committed funding to build 15 Mini Daks so far. 
 
SEPTIC SYSTEM CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULED.   The Camp is abandoning eleven 
obsolete septic tank/drain fields spread around the Camp and close to wetlands.  The new State/County 
approved design will intercept all waste flows and pump the waste to a new single system drain field 
west of the County Road near the Ranger's home.  Construction of the new system is currently planned 
for this fall. 
 
WATERFRONT IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY.  The "Corp of Engineers 1960's Swim Pond" has been 
abandoned and will be returned and improved to be a natural wetland.  The Pond's swim dock and the 
old camp 80-foot-long boating dock on the Lake have been removed and the materials properly disposed 
of. Additionally Camp Thunderbird removed the remnants of 2 1/2 of legacy lake resident’s orphaned 
and abandoned docks mired in the Lakes wetlands as part of the cleanup process. 
 
The Camp has purchased "muck removal equipment" to clear the approved swimming/boating area in 
Summit Lake.   The equipment will be used to remove the original muck from old dying waterlilies as well 
as lily roots and then will be used for periodic maintenance cleaning in the future. This work is planned 
for the fall/winter and will take place under permit and authorization from WDFW. As part of our 
preparations and with an abundance of caution the Camp Team has met or communicated with the 10 
property owners near the site to confirm steps to protect their drinking water intake during the muck 
removal process. 
 
The Camp has also met with the Department of Ecology to obtain guidance on the sampling and testing 
of the muck to be removed to confirm that no toxic contaminants are in the muck.  The State Certified 
Laboratory results from initial testing last fall confirmed that the muck tested negatively (below standard 
levels) for any toxic contaminants.  The actual test results are on file at the Camp for personal review 
upon request. 
 
 
 



 

 
SIGNAGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TRAILS-COUNTY APPROVED.  A master plan on the new 
signage at the camp, identifying wetlands, buffers, proper trail routes, and environmental education 
messages are planned and in process for construction and installation this fall.    
 
SPRING & SUMMER PROGRAMS UNDERWAY—We are excited to welcome Cub Scout (age 6-10) youth 
and their parents to Camp Thunderbird during July as we host three sessions of our Cub Scout Resident 
Camp (4-day, 3 night). This is a right of passage for many young Scouts and a great opportunity for 
parents to spend time with their children outdoors. We do still have a few seasonal youth and adult 
employment and volunteer opportunities if any families on the lake are interested. More information 
can be found here, https://scoutingevent.com/612-2024CampStaff.   
 
POTENTIAL FUTURE PROJECTS (PENDING FUNDING) ALREADY AUTHORIZED IN EXISTING PERMITS 
--A new 35,000-gallon water storage tank to ensure safe drinking water for area residents and additional 
fire protection for the area with upgraded water distribution and low flow fixtures at the camp. 
--Three new standalone bathroom/showers designed for increased youth safety --New Dining Hall, with 
conversion of existing dining hall to a large meeting area. 
 

Best Wishes, 

 
Andrew Sisolak | Scout Executive & CEO 
4802 S. 19th Street | Tacoma, WA 98405 
P 253.682.2217 | M 805.405.7874 
andrew.sisolak@scouting.org 
 

 

(First Mini-Day Site Under Construction) 
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