MEETING AGENDA

Meeting title: Summit Lake Water Quality Initiative Information Meeting (Public)

Meeting date: 12/09/2025 Start time: 4:00 pm

End time: 6:00 pm

Meeting location: Dinning Hall at Camp Thunderbird, Scouting America Camp

Time Agenda Speaker
4:10pm Welcomes and Introductions Chris Russel
(10 mins)

Thurst ty Envi tal Health
4:20pm urston County nVIronmen anes Katherine Hackney
(20 mins) Department - Cyanobacteria Management
Plan & PIC Project
4:40F)m Department of Flsh&W.lldllfe—Waterlntake Emily Newbould
(20 mins) screening

5:00pm Thurston County - Community Planning & Brian Benjamin &
(20 mins) Economic Development Kevin Hansen

:2 D t t of Ecology - Water R
b Opm epartment of Ecology - Water Resource Mike Gallagher
(20 mins) Program

040 Closing Statements / Q&A All Speakers
(20mins) g P
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THURSON COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Two Washington State Department of Ecology- funded projects are scheduled to begin
in January 2026 at Summit Lake to improve understanding of local water quality
conditions and nutrient dynamics.

e The first project, funded through the Freshwater Algae Control Program, supports the
development of a Cyanobacteria Management Plan. This effort focuses on lake and
tributary monitoring, nutrient and algae analysis, and the development of long-term
strategies to reduce conditions that contribute to harmful algal blooms.

¢ The second project, supported through the Water Quality Combined Funding Program
(WQC), funds a Pollution Identification and Correction (PIC) Project to assess on-site
septic systems and identify potential nutrient and bacteria sources within the
watershed. It also includes community engagement and education efforts to help
residents understand how household and property management practices can
protect lake health.

Together, these projects will strengthen scientific understanding and foster community
collaboration to guide future water quality management at Summit Lake.

DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE

WDFW was approached to provide technical assistance to Summit Lake water users
about screening their intakes. Water diversions in Washington state are required by
RCW 77.57 to be screened to protect fish life. WDFW works with water users come into
compliance with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Anadromous Salmonid Passage Design Manual. Our efforts include reaching out to
users via mailed & in person distribution of informational flyers, attend meetings with
lake residents, and provide technical assistance to parties actively updating their
intakes. Another piece is ensuring a Hydraulic Permit Application (HPA) is submitted
and approved for residents of the lake to come into compliance with their intakes by
modifying and adding screens. This will also serve as an avenue to track which water
users are in compliance with screening requirements on the lake. This HPA will be
evaluated every 5 years and may or may not be extended depending on the compliance
of the residents.

THURSTON COUNTY WATER & CLIMATE PLANNING

The Water & Climate Planning team that manages the countywide water monitoring
program will continue to operate the three new stream/lake gages, develop the water
balance for the Kennedy Creek basin, and further develop modeling of the basin
(MODFLOW, VELMA, DHSVM and SWB models exist). This team is also assisting the
negotiation of the Inter-Local Agency (ILA) agreement with the Squaxin Island Tribe
regarding the technical aspects of the ongoing data collection effort.

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

The Department of Ecology’s Water Resources Program works to support sustainable
water resources management to meet the present and future water needs of people
and the natural environment, in partnership with Washington communities. Our vision is
to support a thriving ecosystem and communities in the face of climate change while
managing water resources that benefit all Washingtonians and protect the natural
environment for current and future generations.

Historically, Washington residents have enjoyed an abundance of water, but water
availability is no longer a given.

As competing demands and environmental threats to water resources loom larger than
ever, there is increasing public awareness of water supply issues across the state. We
are committed to meeting the challenges and working creatively and collaborative to
address current and future water needs of people, farms, and fish.

Ecology’s Water Resources Program primary work is to process water right
applications, protect existing (senior) water rights, make sure businesses, public water
systems, farms, and individuals follow their designated water use and ensure that wells
get constructed properly.

At Summit Lake, Ecology has on record that there are 415 water right permits and
Claims diverting water from the Lake for general domestic purposes.
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