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Meet the Team!
Environmental Health 
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McKenna Todd



Grants and Project 
Overviews 

WQALG-2026-ThCoPH-000500
• Funded through the Freshwater Algae Control 

Program, supports the development of a 
Cyanobacteria Management Plan. This effort focuses 
on lake and tributary monitoring, nutrient and algae 
analysis, and the development of long-term strategies 
to reduce conditions that contribute to harmful algal 
blooms.

WQC-2026-ThCoPH-00285
• Funded through the Water Quality Combined Funding 

Program (WQC), funds a Pollution Identification and 
Correction (PIC) Project to assess On-site Septic 
Systems (OSS) and identify potential nutrient and 
bacteria sources within the watershed.



Harmful Algae Bloom (HAB) History on Summit Lake

Year Number of Reported 
Hazardous Algal Blooms 

(HABs)

Number of Cyanotoxin 
Detections (anatoxin-a or 

microcystin)

2012 2 2

2013 12 6

2014 46 24

2015 6 3

2016 0 0

2017 127 40

2018 8 4

2019 12 7

2020 2 1

2021 0 0

2022 2 1

Totals 217 88

More data can be found at www.nwtoxicalgae.org



On-Site Septic 
Systems on 
Summit Lake

581 total OSS

174 systems with OPC

184 systems are overdue for 
inspection

32 active deficiencies (includes 
parcels with outhouses)



OSS 
Education 

& 
Outreach

Our goal is to empower property 
owners with the knowledge and 
tools they need to take corrective 
action and keep their systems 
functioning safely and effectively!



Did You Know? 

Under Section 16 – Operations 
and Maintenance (246-272A-

0270) 

All gravity systems are required to be inspected every 
three years to ensure proper maintenance and function.

All other systems—including pressure, sand, and 
proprietary designs—are required to be inspected 
annually to ensure proper maintenance and function.



Non-Conforming & Failing 
OSS Corrective Actions

When a system is found to be non-conforming or 
failing as defined in Article IV of the Thurston County 
Sanitary Code, our team works to encourage voluntary 
corrective action. If voluntary compliance cannot be 
achieved, further enforcement actions will be taken.

• Maintenance Request Letter (6 months) 
• Notice of Violation (1-3 months) 
• Notice of Civil Penalties (1 month)
• Civil/Legal Action 



Thank you!
Contact info
Katherine Hackney
Personal Email: katherine.hackney@co.thurston.wa.us
Team Email: phss_pic@co.thurston.wa.us
Work Cell: 360-490-0069

Scan the QR code for 
more information!
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